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I am going to keep this issues writing short. The articles and pictures are what we all like so I 
hope you like the 10th issue of your Newsletter.  First, on the cover is Jim Finches scratch built 
turbine powered float plane called “The Death Star”. If you look close you can see R2D2 has 
gone to the dark side...now riding on the death star… 
 

For the first time we have an event with 2 articles, actually two. They both were exceptional 
events and deserved the extra coverage. I hope you enjoy them...both…. 
 

I do have to say….I have been asked, or I should say it has been suggested by many of you, 
that I make this an official electronic magazine, with an actual logo, maybe offer shirts and 
hats. And for goodness sakes, A NEW NAME! (that is from me…) I honestly do not like “The 
Newsletter” But the biggest difference, add some advertising so it makes money for the 
amount of work it takes to produce. I would try to only advertise the newest and best prod-
ucts on the market. I would also ask advertisers to offer different adds for this publication 
than what is in normal magazines or we are just another magazine. I think done right, it could 
work. 

I would like your input on this subject.  

So…. here’s the question.  

Would you like this publication, just as much as you do now, if I allowed a small amount of ad-
vertising, say 4-5 adds per issue. Some of the funds raised from the advertising could be do-
nated to clubs to put on educational programs. I actually like that idea. I’m not so keen on the 
advertising part, but the helping educate others about modeling, aeronautics and the hobby 
part, is fine with me. I could have an application clubs could fill out to get the education funds 
from me.  

I PROMISE YOU ALL. This publication will NEVER have 1/2 the issue full of adds. If the majori-
ty of you, that respond, approve of the idea, I will ask a few manufacturers for adds to make 
the idea work properly.  

The logo needs made and I try often to think of a good new name. When that is done I WILL 
get a few shirts and hats made. Name suggestions are welcome as are professional logo de-
signs….  

 I just don’t want to hurt what we have so I would do everything I can to insure I keep it friend-
ly, fun and...well, as enjoyable as it has been for all of you.  
 

No matter what, lets keep our publication strong. Support by forwarding it to every model-
er you know. If you go to a fun event, report about it to me…. or... tell the CD about the huge 
free publication you can get his or her event into and give them my email address. Build arti-
cles or how-too’s, like a “how to install mechanical retracts” as is in this issue are very wel-
come. 

you must also remember, I can’t report on the type of flying you do, or the events you like, if 
you don’t get them to me.                  As always, enjoy. 

Mike Brown your Editor 

530-549-3005     cabrowns@citlink.net     PO Box 69 Bella Vista, CA 96003 



This youtube link comes to us from, Thom Riddle, of the Reno Radio Control Club. He wrote,   
Hi Mike,  enjoying your newsletters. Here's a video that was shot by channel 4 news 
in Reno Nevada, and has aired a couple of weeks ago. Please feel free to use it in 
your newsletters. He went on to say they are located north of Reno/Sparks in the area 
called Hungry Valley on 10 acres of BLM land. I don’t know if you will remember but I 
went to their club last year and reported on it in this newsletter.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaqt1PQqvxM  

Anyway, enjoy the video…., also I would like to challenge EVERY club 
that has a hobby related video of any kind to send them to me so I 
can publish them for all of our readers.                  Mike  

Here is a good web site for "Conversions" from Tower Hobbies. 
 http://www.towerhobbies.com/help/convcalcs.html 

http://www.wired.com/autopia/2011/05/video-bush-pilot-competition-how-slow-can-you-go/  

The like above shows the Alaska  Bush takeoff and landing contest….hos short a length of run-

way do you think one of these needs to land…. I bet your guess is wrong...unless you already 

know... 

Web Sits, links and more... 

Modelaircraft.org 

I shouldn’t have to tell anyone about the AMA’s web site but at almost every club I go to, if we 
get on the subject about programs and benefits offered by the AMA, those members, (for the 
most part) don’t seem to know anything about them. Along with everything else that is on the 
web site, EVERY one of the many programs and benefits can be found easily. Especially with 
the new Google search. If you want to know about  Sign 3 fly free, Education, Aero Lab, Camp 
AMA, or Kids fly free. Just type whatever it is into the search Google search. 

One other thing I’d like to mention. Every program and benefit the AMA creates or promotes, 
is sent to the club’s contact person. Weather or not they get that information to their clubs 
members or not I don’t know, but they should, its their duty as club contact.   The easiest way  
to do this is by having a small section (or a page if necessary) of the clubs newsletter available 
to the club contact. The club contact can also tell everyone at club meetings, and if necessary, 
hand out informational material.   There are other reasons the sites ok too.  

  Video of “Uncle Jack” Uncle to actor Gary Sinese  who flew in a B-17 during WWI  

http://www.sleepingdogtv.com/reel/Uncle-Jack.aspx  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaqt1PQqvxM
http://www.towerhobbies.com/help/convcalcs.html
http://www.wired.com/autopia/2011/05/video-bush-pilot-competition-how-slow-can-you-go/
http://www.sleepingdogtv.com/reel/Uncle-Jack.aspx


The next several pages are about, well you can see the title. I received 2 reports and 2 groups 
of pictures on this event, one from Robert Estrella and another from Rick Maida. When I was 
looking at the pictures I could just tell everyone had a blast, but more important that the club 
members involved put in a LOT of effort into making sure the pilots that came had a good 
time. As editor of this publication I am happy to give as many pages as necessary to advertise 
an event that has a group of people that enjoy the hobby as much as these obviously do. They 
worked hard for the pilots coming to their event, so they deserve my best work presenting it 
right to all of you. I am going to put all of the writing and many of the pictures of both of these 
guy’s here as they are both deserving. I hope you agree and like it.  

 

DAWN PATROL OVER GILMAN SPRINGS 

The third Annual “Dawn Patrol Over Gilman Springs” Fly-In was held Saturday April 16, 2011. 

Each year we have added something special to enhance the WWI Period Mood of the event, 
and this year was no exception. Nineteen of our members showed up at the Field on April 2nd 
to do some very special preparation. In addition to general cleanup, they constructed four fa-
cades in the Pit Area.  The facades were the “Entrances” to a British Hanger, a French Hanger, 
a German Hanger, and a Red Cross Station. “Gun Placements” were also put in place to create 
the image of a WWI period Airfield “Air Defense”.  

The event was well attended, with 35 registered Pilots, 52 WWI Models, and at least 70 spec-
tators. In addition to Gilman Springs RC Flyers 
Pilots, 11 other Clubs were represented; 
Hemet Model Masters, Harbor Soaring Society, 
San Fernando Valley Fliers, Coachella Valley RC 
Club, Pomona Valley Model Airplane Club, Cali-
fornia Scale Modelers Association, Orange 
County Modelers association, Canyon Cross-
winds, Antelope Valley Tailwinds, Santa Clara 
County Model Airplane Society, and Radio Con-
trol Flyers Unlimited.  

 

We thank all those who participated and made 
this such an enjoyable event. 

We thank the 19 members who prepared the Field for the event: 

 
 

 
 

Dawn Patrol Over Gilman Springs - April 2
nd

 Field Prep Work Party Personel 

Steve Glen Jerry Lamb Duane Neese Mel Santmyers Ralph Torres 

Darrell Ivie Justin Link Kenny Nutt Bill Sizelove Roy Truitt 

Ira Johnson Juan Martinez Fred Roehler Peter Souder Mike Wheel 

Paul Jones Mike Mullins Gerda “Roehler” Mike Stone   



We also thank the members who ran the event: Contest Director & Head Judge - Mike Stone; 
Registration - Bob Estrella & Bill Rothenbuhler; Kitchen Crew - Bob Jones, Mike Wheel, and 
Ken Reed; Raffle Prize Procurer, Raffle Ticket Sales, and Raffle Conductor – Darrell Ivie; Raffle 
Conductor Assistant – Skip Shaw; and the Assistant Judges for the Event. 

There are some photos shown here, including photos of the Winners.  To see lot’s of photos 
and a few videos taken at the event by our member and Event Photographer, Darrell 
Whiteaker, go to the RC Universe Internet Website shown below: 

 RC Universe under "Forums”, “Airplanes”, “Golden Age, Vintage and Antique RC". 

It was put there by our member Darrell Whiteaker, and contains lots of photos and a 
few videos. 

Here is a link to the site. 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_10486005/tm.htm 

British Hanger French Hanger 

German Hanger 
And of course, the Red Cross 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_10486005/tm.htm






Now we will have Ricks event report. There are a few things that are the same, like the date 

etc… but they both have their outlook on the event and as I said at the start. The club and the 

club members who did all the work to put an event like this together deserve all the room I 

can give them. Now enjoy Ricks side of the story….. 



Hosted by The Gilman Springs RC Flyers 
April 16TH 2011 

The Contest Director for the event was Mike Stone 
 

   It’s all Mel Santmyer and Holly Hollingworth’s fault for talking Denny and I into making the drive.  
They both have talked up this meet for 2 years so we decided to make the trek to Moreno Valley.  
Last year’s 2010 event brought out 50 planes all shapes and sizes. 

  Denny Baker and his lovely wife Barbara and me and my better half Merriam packed up the 
coaches and set out on our new adventure.  Our little dog Lola loves to ride in the bus.  Airplanes 
packed away in trailers and cargo bays.  Should be fun.  By the way Denny has a Balsa USA Sopwith 
Pup with a GT80 and yours truly has an old Scratch-a-plane DR-1 Tri-plane 80 inch top wing with a 
Zenoah G38 for power. 

Up at the crack of dawn, switch on,  ‘CONTACT’ 

  Thursday eve after work we were off.  Surprisingly met Denny and Barb at the second rest stop on 
I-5.  Continued onto Bakersfield to the Orange Grove RV park.  Great place by the way.    Friday,  on 
the road at 10am.  Pulled into to Killeen Field in Moreno Valley at 2pm.  Cool place, great view.  
Wow!!!  The field was decked out with machine gun bunkers, ground to air of course, and hay 
bales a plenty.  A red cross shack, German, British and French squadron hangers.  The club did a lot 
of work to mock up the field as a WW1 airfield.  Kind of gets a person in the mood for a dogfight. 

  Saturday morning folks started rolling in at 7am for sun and fun and flying.  Pilots meeting at 8am 
and shortly after the flying started.  About 45 pilots and aircraft took to the air with their crea-
tions.  Small, tiny, big and bigger.  Lots of fabric and guide wires.  From tiny to 120 inches.  Lots of 
color schemes.  Beautiful aircraft.  There were those that had gremlins and mishaps but that is the 
name of the game.  We don’t own em we just fly them for awhile for sure. 

DAWN PATROL OVER GILMAN SPRINGS                      
WWI FLY-IN 



  Snack shack had the mornings lock and load chilli, doughnuts and coffee.  All the ingredients 

for the days heart burn.  Lunch time were hot dogs and hamburgers.  Great goodies.  Noon 

time flying halted so as to allow an almost full scale replica of a DR-1 Tri-plane do some low 

level passes to thrill the crowd.  Pretty cool.  Flown by one of the local pilots from a nearby 

airport.  After everyone calmed down every pilot put their plane on the centerline of the run-

way and all voted for peoples and pilots choice awards.  Denny Baker won the pilots choice 

award with his Pup and surprisingly I won the peoples choice award with some help of an old 

Revell model of the Red Baron.  Hey whatever it takes to please the masses. 



  The meet was a great success.  Weather was a bit warm and hardly any wind.  Perfect.  The 

Gilman Springs RC gang did this meet up perfect.  Maybe next year a 2 day event?  Saturday 

for WW1 and Sunday WWII?  Ah come on Mel, Holly, be brave.   

  We had a blast.  Lots of flying, hanger flying and fun had by all.  So next year it is on again 

around the middle of April 2012.  Dust off the WW1 birds and come join in on the fun and ex-

citement.  Great job to Mike Stone as event CD and ramrodding the guys and keeping all in 

line.   Thanks Mike.  Special thanks to Mel and the 20 others for putting on a very enjoyable 

meet and doing all the hard work for making this a fun event.  Myself and Denny are already 

looking forward to next years event.  I mean we have to come back and defend our pilots and 

peoples choice entry titles. 

Till next year, may the guide wires be tight and the fabric be wrinkle free. 

C ya….   AVP Dist X RICK MAIDA  mrcorsair@usa.net 



Reno Sparks Control Liners 

Model Airplane Club 

5825 Simons Dr. 

Reno NV 89523 
 

Back in the ‘90’s, model airplane flying in the Reno-Sparks 
area of northwestern Nevada was frowned upon.  A radio 
control club flew over BLM land.  Model flying of any kind 
was banned in County parks.  A small unorganized group 
of control line modelers flew at various school yards. city 
parks and unmonitored county parks, until we got caught 
and were run off, whereupon we would seek out another flying site.  We were told by local officials 
that unless we could show interest by at least 2,500 citizens, we could not hope to change local gov-
ernment policy re model airplane flying.  Model airplanes were too dangerous. 

Sometime in the early 2000’s there was a change in policy.  The County did not suddenly allow model 
airplane flying in its parks, but it did stop the outright banning of such activities. 

During an encounter with County officials at one of the parks, we learned that we could get a permit 
to fly control line models in the park, provided we could show proof of insurance, convince officials 
that our sport was safe, and supply the County with site owner insurance at no cost to the County.  
There were some other hoops for us to jump through, but nothing insurmountable. 

We consulted with the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), formed an AMA Charter club and put 
together a presentation for County officials.  After several meetings and some months of delays, we 
were awarded a permit to fly at Lazy 5 County Park in Sparks, Nevada.  That was in 2004. 

Since then the Reno Sparks Control Liners (RaSCaLs) model airplane club has strived to be a good 
neighbor to other park user groups.  We have maintained a good working relationship with the 
County through ongoing communication with County officials.  It doesn’t hurt that after we leave our 
flying field one can’t tell we’ve been there.   

The RaSCaLs club has a number of unique features.  It is, for example, the only AMA Charter Control 
Line club in the State of Nevada.  When the club meets, all of the Precision Aerobatics Model Pilot’s 
Association (PAMPA) members in the state are in attendance.  All three of us. 

We have a number of modeling champions in the club.  Karl Caldwell won the .21 Proto Speed Cham-
pionship at the 2006 Nats, edging out Glen Lee.  Karl won his first speed trophy in 1947.  Eric Conley 
of Gardnerville is a dominant Navy Carrier flyer in the western United States.  Steve Sacco is a long-
time Combat flyer and former East Coast Contest Director.  Lanny Shorts of Truckee California is a 
championship Stunt flyer and former Stunt Event Director for the Nats. 

The RaSCaLs fly as a club Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, year ‘round, weather per-
mitting.  Nevada being a 24/7 state, the Tuesday and Wednesday days are for modelers who work 
weekends.       Visitors are welcome at the RaSCaLs flying field at Lazy 5 Park on Pyramid Highway in 
Suburban Sparks.   



 

Conventional, Mechanical Retract Set-up. 
by John Lockwood 

 

    This is general information on how to set up a set of mechanical retracts. (Mains)  

The first thing I do is measure the total throw it takes to operate the gear from fully locked up 
to fully locked down, (on the actuating rod, at the point of pushrod connection). This is usual-
ly about an inch or so, but do not guess, be very accurate as this measurement is critical so as 
not to make the servo bind or stall.  

When you have determined the length of throw, divide it in half, then take that amount and 
measure from the center of the screw hole on the servo arm (I usually use a round wheel, or 
on a Hi-tech servo, the large, red cross arm with the two shorter arms cut off) out to a point 
and make a mark on both remaining arms. Drill a hole to accept a 2-56 screw. The distance 
from center-to-center of these holes should equal the total throw it takes to fully actuate 
your gear. The two holes should be offset about 3/32 of an inch on either side of the center 
line of the servo arm so that the pushrods clear each other when the gear servo is in the ex-
tended position.  

 

I use 2-56 ball links to attach the pushrods to the servo arms, but Kwik-links also work fine. 
They are easier to adjust, but are not as secure.  

Now rotate the servo all the way in one direction so that when you attach the arm, the balls 
are out and the offset is positioned to make the rotation to the retracted position toward the 
centerline of the arm so that when the arm stops in the opposite position, the balls have not 
crossed center. This allows the pushrods to lie beside each other when in the extended posi-
tion.  

Now assemble the pushrods to the ball links (use metal clevises or Z-bends on the gear end) 
and adjust them so that each gear locks in the up and down positions without binding. They 
should work smoothly and without straining the servo.  

    

 I hope this information is clear. If you have any problems, please email me, and I will try to 
clarify it.  

imaavp@sbcglobal.net ……...John Lockwood. 

     



Out and about in the community 

Several members of the Redding Area Miniature Aircraft Club getting ready for the Shasta 

Lake City parade. Along the route the club handed out FPG-9’s (9” foam plate gliders) to the 

kids in the crowd. A label stuck onto the little gliders said “call the club for a free flight on a 

buddy box plane, along with club contact information.  

Simple things like this can go a long way to help a club keep its flying site, or to help it get 

help from city officials if the current site is lost. As District X Vice President I was able to help 

several members and clubs who were having problems finding or getting a new place to fly 

by providing them material showing the many good things clubs all across the country do in , 

with, and for their communities. 

This might not seem important to many of you or some might just think that it’s a waste of a 

good flying day, but I guarantee you, a club that is well known (and liked) by its city, state and 

or county officials will have a far better chance of keeping their existing flying site or getting 

help finding a new one if the time ever arises.  

Giving out free gliders (or even a flyer) with an offer of a free flight will also help get new 

club members.                        Try it, you'll like it….I guarantee it .                                 Mike 



In every issue of our newsletter I have asked all of you for articles. Event articles, build articles 
even personal stories of your hobby life, well a member has graciously agreed to tell us a bit 
about himself. His name is Don Murray and his story is quite interesting. He writes…. 
 

 Mike:  Well, you asked for it: 
I flew Jr. C/L scale at Central California WAM meets in the mid-50's, then left modeling for 30 
years of full-scale flying.  I've been a flight test engineer with Northrop for over 48 years, hav-
ing been involved in testing of the T-38/F-5/F-20 series aircraft and development of stealth 
and UAV technologies. Currently involved in the RQ-4 Global Hawk UAV program. 

About 20 years ago a medical condition 
curtailed my full-scale flying and our 
Chief test pilot, Paul Metz, an avid 
RC'er, urged me to get back into model-
ing.  He's the good looking one to my 
right in the photos.   
I've always had a thing for multi-
engines and the sport-scale Handley 
Page was our first attempt, about 12 
years ago.  It had two OS 46's, a nine 
foot wingspan and weighed 11 lbs.  It 
was a great, lumbering flier (like the re-
al thing). It was good on one engine and 
Paul even coaxed a loop out of it.  After 

two years it just got tired (mainly of me trying to land it) and collapsed in a heap on landing 
roll-out. Still have the tail section. 
 
Next was the Handley Page 
Halifax, at the urging of my 
grandson( center of photo) for 
a four-engine airplane.  It had 
O.S. 25's (not well broken-in) 
and not much rudder authori-
ty. One flight with a three-
engine landing, a second not-
so-good flight with # 4 quitting 
at low airspeed just after lift-
off.  The nose section survived. 
Paul & I held a design review, 
the outcome of which was 1) 
let's try electrics and 2) more 
control authority. 



First was a Martin B-26 I had designed back in the 50's 
for C/L. It came out way heavy for R/C and snap-rolled 
into the ground just after lift-off.  Picture shows it doing 
what it does best-static display.  The next was the AJ-1. 
Went out of control on climb-out. We think my lack of 
soldering expertise led to the loss of power on #2. Still 
have the tail section also.  Things got better from here 
on out. 
 
The Betty 
was a 
great flier, 
quite a 
floater.  
Now in 
flyable 
storage 

(needed the motors for the Pe2) 
The Pe2 was our first try at using true scale out-
lines and areas.  It's a good flier, requiring good 
speed on final approach due to its weight (6 1/2 lbs).  The Blenheim, from an old British kit, had a CG 
problem on first flight.  It's been rebuilt as a later mark with a longer nose. The final picture shows 

the current fleet. The YB-9 is awaiting first flight. 
All four have a nominal 5 ft span and weigh be-
tween 4-1/2 and 6-1/2 lbs. All are balsa, ply and 
Monokote/Coverite. (I shy away from fiberglass 
resin and epoxy due to medical considerations.) 
They are ready for the next time my test pilot & I 
cross paths. He's in Texas, I'm in California. We 
meet at least once a year to fly our latest collabo-
rations. In addition to being the test pilot Paul al-

so provides the canopy and cowl moldings as well 
as all the soldering chores. The fee for all these 
services is a good breakfast after each flying 
event. Very reasonable but I'm anticipating a fee 
increase due to gas prices and our next project: a  
Dehavilland DH 91 Albatross. Parts are in fabrica-
tion. 
Don Murray 
Lancaster, CA.     



I received a couple pictures from Brian Massey about a clevis that failed him. I asked if he 
would tell us a bit about the plane’s history and what happened. Below is his reply... 

I completed the Chipmonk just over a year ago as my entry into the Northwest Regionals in Eugene. After 
limited practice with her I drove to Eugene a few days early. I was practicing at the contest site on the Thurs-
day before the contest when I pancaked her into the ground during the consecutive outside loops (I blamed 
the sun). I took it back to my brothers place in Cottage Grove and we hastily made repairs and were out at 
the field on Friday with plenty of epoxy showing. The Chipmonk came through for me with a 2nd place finish 
is Intermediate Precision Aerobatics. 

 The next big contest for the Chipmonk was the Golden State in Clovis, CA last October. My brother came 
down for that contest and we took our planes out for practice . . . the Thursday prior to the contest . . . 
sound familiar? Well during the consecutive outside loops, I . . . er . . .well, pancaked it into the ground . . . I 
wasn't sure what to use as an excuse this time! We packed up and took off to my house for much needed 
repairs. The next morning we arrived at the contest site, with more epoxy on my plane. My first official flight, 
the engine quit during the opening wingover, and with very strong winds blowing, I did not attempt my se-
cond flight.  

 To date the Chipmonk has close to 300 flights, and only two crashes; both on the Thursday prior to a con-
test, on the consecutive outside loops, with my brother present! After the second crash, the flight character-
istics just weren't the same. It was a great airplane, but not after two crashes. 

 As for this clevis issue, it seems that the threaded control rod, and the threaded clevis are not really that 
good of fit, allowing a lot of slop. During flight this leaves them subject to vibration, and wear. Some users 
have put lock nuts on the control rod and tightened the nut against the clevis, that helps. But most agree 
that this design clevis is just not suitable when subjected to the loads and stress in stunt. I have soldered 
them now, so that will not happen agian. Actually, before this happened, I had already switched to Tom Mor-
ris controls and ball links, so I should be over this type of problem in the future. 

I didn’t think to ask Brian if the clevis that failed was in 

the plane during both crashes but as a safety warning 

to all this is a perfect example of the things that usual-

ly are NOT checked when a plane is rebuilt after it 

goes down. Once you are sure of your adjustments 

soldering these can add a measure of security not usu-

ally there.  Todays computer radios can take care of 

any further adjustments if they become necessary. 

I would say Brian has now done the best thing for 

the plane by installing the ball links. If you decide to 

make this type of change on your airplanes that 

come with clevises, whatever you do, don’t forget to 

Loctite the nuts on the ball link. 

 

If you have a safety issue you solved or learned from 

somebody else please share it with the rest of us.  

Thanks Brian. 



Honoring our fallen friends 
Every person who has been in this hobby, even as little as 6 months, knows a modeler that 
has passed away.  Although not all are old, most are elder. It’s a sad fact our membership is 
getting older. The three gentlemen on this page are all long timers who helped this hobby be-
come what it is today. All good people and sorely missed by all who knew and loved them.  

Two were my friends, and good re-
spected modelers. And while Maynard 
Hill was not a personal friend he was a 
world renown modeler and long time 
volunteer for the AMA.  If you ever feel 
like you’ve done a lot for this hobby. 
Take a few minutes to read just a por-
tion of his autobiography. It will likely 
sober those thoughts you have right 
quick. 

Jim Collin (below right) had a kind spir-
it, was a good builder that enjoyed 

large electric airplanes and always had a 
smile on his face.  
Jerry Edwards (below left) was a kind 
man who loved his family and a good day 
at a flying field, his wife Bonnie always by 
his side.  
 
The fact we lose modelers so fast these 
days, modelers that have a true love for  

aviation, 
is one 
reason I 
do all the 
education programs I do. This is a different time and people 
get into this hobby for entirely different reasons than the men 
in these pictures did. Join with me in honoring not only these 
3 gentlemen but all fallen modelers. Join me as well in pro-
moting, not only our hobby but the true love of aviation. 
 
Good by my friends….. I will remember you and the times we 
shared together, for as long as I live.  



This map shows the area for each AMA District. I know it was in-

teresting to me when I first saw it, so I thought you might be in-

terested as well.  

Ben Flesher, who works for the academy made it, thanks for shar-

ing Ben. 

If you would like a larger version please just email and ask and I 

will send it to you. It will fit the opposite way on the page and 

even larger if you want to print it 11x14 or? 

Mike 



Here we have Keith Kindrick, the guy who regularly beats us all in competition, showing off his ATOMIC, a beautiful RES of his 
own design and construction. On these days of most of us being forced to purchase the wonderful European craftsmanship to 
keep up with the friendly enemies, it is very refreshing and uplifting to see a model so well put together. Lets let Keith tell us 
about it: 

    The 2011 Atomic was created as a result of the lack of good Balsa RES models (Bubble 

Dancers are just too fragile and tedious to build). My goal was to design a new wing that was 

a direct retrofit for the available Ava, JWS, and Supra fuselages. All of the construction in the 

wing uses standard balsa wood and carbon materials available from a variety of sources. In-

ternally these materials are assembled to meet the intent of the new composite super ships. 

Using the conventional assembly process to build my first wing last year was a very time con-

suming nightmare. That 52” main center panel spar was built outside the wing with Vee dihe-

dral. This just added to the frustration of using balsa ribs bonded to the spar without jibs or 

fixtures.  

    My new 2011 wing uses completely new techniques to allow the main spar to be assembled 

outside the wing cutting the total assembly time down to 55 hours ready to fly for a first wing 

build. Laser cut parts are the only way this can happen. Building tabs assure the wing is 

straight and true. All dihedral angels are burned into the tip ribs to assure perfect alignment. 

Leading edge material has been eliminated using a 1/16” carbon rod inside the sheeting. 

Wing joiners use a square Aluminum joiner for added strength and proper alignment Spoiler 

blades are driven directly by an Airtronics 809 servo on each spoiler in a frame using a torque 

rod as its return mechanism.  

    Overall it’s been a lot of fun creating a new balsa super ship. It went from plans to fully cut 

ribs in 6 weeks. It would have taken me 8 weeks just to cut all the AG 24 ribs needed for the 

3.5 meter wing! Wing Area is approximately 1,100 sq/inches, Weight is 45 ounces. 

     Keith Kindrick 



 Building a large fun-fly model   By Clem Grosskinsky (clem3000@gmail.com) 

 

Some years back, I decided to build a large fun fly model. I wanted a plane that was 
very light, virtually stall-proof, and capable of extreme aerobatics. 
 

I made my first mental plans in the spring of 2003. During the summer, after having 
made some sketches on a reduced scale, the final plans were drawn full size on graph 
paper. Construction began in the fall of 2003 and continued during Ohio Winter eve-
nings. The model was completed in February 2007. Materials were mainly balsa and 
some light ply, with carbon fiber reinforcement of the horizontal stabilizer and elevator. 
The model is covered in Hangar 9 transparent Ultracote. 
 

The finished plane has a wingspan or 6 feet and weighs about 10 lb. The wing loading 
is 13 to 14 oz per square foot. The wing is a one-piece construction and detachable 
from the fuselage. The profile is thick and fully symmetrical. It was drawn with Profili 
software (freeware, though currently not available; a review is at http://www.rc-
soar.com/profili/index.htm), and although tapered, the wing has a straight leading 
edge, a constant maximum thickness, and a constant distance from the leading edge 
to the thickest part of the profile. This discourages tip stalls. 
 

The fuselage is tall and narrow, providing lift while flying knife edge. The control sur-
faces are large, and engine down thrust is 0 degrees, with one or two degrees pull to 
the right. Wings and horizontal stabilizer are on the same thrust line as the engine, 
with 0 degree incidence; fuselage, vertical stabilizer, and rudder area are equal above 
and below the thrust line. Although I was warned against putting the horizontal stabi-
lizer on the same thrust line as the wings (the concern being turbulent air flow over the 
horizontal stabilizer and elevator), this proved not to be problematic. 

mailto:clem3000@gmail.com
http://www.rc-soar.com/profili/index.htm
http://www.rc-soar.com/profili/index.htm


Radio equipment consists of a Futaba 6 channel 6 x Super T6XAs – FM72 transmitter, 
a Hitec RCD 3800 receiver, a Panasonic Hydrimax Ultra NiMH (HCAM6350) 5 cell, 
6V, 2000mAh receiver battery, a standard servo for the throttle, and a total of 4 Hitec 
5955TG digital servos (torque: 333 oz-in @ 6V) for ailerons, elevator, and rudder 
(servos with torques ranging from 76 to 109 oz-in proved inadequate). Pushrods are 
turnbuckles for the ailerons and 4-40 steel rods with carbon fiber tube reinforcement 
for rudder & elevator (they will bend without the carbon fiber tubes!). 
 

At first, I flew the plane with an OS 91 FX engine, but this turned out to be inadequate. 
I traded up to an OS 120 AX equipped with an APC 17 x 4 W prop, and this resulted in 
excellent vertical performance with adequate (and intentionally slow) horizontal speed. 
The tank, being mounted in the wing, necessitated installation of a Perry pump, driven 
by crank case pressure pulses. While adequate when new, the pump has proven 
fussy after prolonged inaction, and I plan to move the tank up to the firewall, so that I 
can dispense with the pump. 
 

The front landing gear is another item in need of improvement: Dural 1/8” thickness, 
raising the bottom of the fuselage 10” above the ground, is a little too weak; and Dural 
1/4", while strong enough, lacks flexibility. I am currently planning to install a carbon 
fiber main gear. 
 

How does it fly? As intended, the plane is capable of very slow flight and is virtually 
stall-proof. Hovers are easy and aerobatics are extreme. However, fast flight is not ad-
visable, and the only time I use full throttle is for vertical climbs. 
 

A full history, detailed specs, many photos, and some video are at https://

sites.google.com/site/clem3000/plane  

I don’t know 

about you but I’d 

like to try this 

plane out. It 

looks like a lot of 

fun. Nice work 

Clem 

https://sites.google.com/site/clem3000/plane
https://sites.google.com/site/clem3000/plane


My youngest son has been an AMA member since he was born...well almost, since he was 4 
or 5 years old I guess. This year I sent his dues in as always. I knew it was free as I was on the 
AMA’s executive council when this new program came about, but did it anyway as a donation. 
What I wanted to show all of you is that because I had sent in his dues, the academy in turn 
sent him a $5 gift certificate for the museum store.  

They did not do this because I was a volunteer, they did it for my son because he was a kid 
who had sent in his dues, they did this as another benefit to young modelers.  They did not 
have to do this at all. They could have just taken the dues and sand, thanks...or not even said 
that. 

You all know I promote the academy. I believe it does so much for its members and its clubs. 
It does just about as much for modelers that don’t even belong to the AMA as well because 
they advocate for all of modeling.  

 I hope the next time somebody says “what does the AMA do” you will say, “lots of things”. 



I was wondering if I needed to write anything to explain what we did today… 

you tell me…………... 





I’m guessing, from the pictures in the previous 3 pages, you have figured out I put together 
another education program. Several actually since the last newsletter. This one was with two 
Bella Vista 8th grade classes. They were done in the same room with the same teacher, just 
different kids, one class right after the other. It was a lot of fun and myself and the other vol-
unteers, Carol and Otis Bershers and Bruce Taylor had as much fun as the kids did.  

At the start of this program I put on a video of RC planes flying at various flying fields in Cali-
fornia. I told the kids this was just to show them what the hobby could become if they were 
interested. I then introduced the volunteers and asked Bruce to talk about lift, thrust, drag 
and balance while the rest of us passed out the foam plates. At the end of his talk I showed 
what a tail heavy, nose heavy and a balanced glider performed like. It really puts the theory 
into perspective when they can see it like that. Especially if you use really nose and or tail 
heavy gliders to show them. 

I plan to continue these education programs throughout the county. Schools, scout’s wherev-
er there are kids. Its easy and they enjoy it. I have gathered 4 RC airplanes for buddy box fly-
ing which we do at the club field or football fields. I need a couple more donated transmitters 
to outfit all of them but I’ll get them. 

The AMA doesn’t charge kids to join the AMA anymore so I am handing out AMA applications 
along with copies of the glider template to all who are interested. Also the Principal and I are 
hoping an AMA Chartered school club will be formed there next year. The kids are in, its just a 
matter of getting it set up with everyone at the start of the school year. 

If you are interested in doing this in your area and need any help getting started, you are wel-
come to contact me or you can always contact the education department at AMA headquar-
ters.                                    

      Mike 



SIGN 3 • FLY FREE" PROGRAM 
 

 
 The rules….. 
  
 Receive a one year AMA membership credit for each 

three (3) new or former AMA members who join. (Yes, 
you can earn more than one free year!) 

 All new or former memberships must be full Open or Sen-
ior Citizen memberships to qualify. New sign-ups cannot 
be current or recent AMA members. (Their memberships 
must have expired by 12/31/2005.) 

 Sponsoring member's name and AMA number must be 
clearly identified on each new member's application. 

 Current AMA Life Members will receive an AMA merchan-
dise credit of equal value to a 1 year free membership. 

Your free membership credit will be applied to the next 
AMA membership year. 

 

 

For an application or more information about this program, 
contact the Membership Department at AMA headquar-
ters, @ modelaricraft.org. 

mailto:membership@modelaircraft.org


Let’s Float Fly! 

Wednesday early birds after the first pilots safety meeting 



One of many elec-

tric flyers at the 

event, Chance Har-

ris of Harris prod-

ucts (famous for 

their smoke 

pumps), Chance 

scratch built these 

two beautiful elec-

tric airplanes. Can 

you believe the 

top one is Depron! 

Nice work Chance.  



Don Gerfen. The guy on the right side of the picture on 

the left, designed the float plane in the picture on the 

right...whew, I hope you got that. Anyway the plane is 

called the Drag-n-Fly. It is truly an outstanding design. 

The AMOS or “Associated Modelers Of Sacramento” put on this awesome float 
fly at Camp Far West (near Roseville, CA) each year. This years event was officially 5 day’s, 
Wednesday through Sunday May 18-22.  

Club President, and CD John Sorenson and company were at their finest providing a super re-
laxed event that included breakfast and lunch each day. For a measly $5 they served a break-
fast most restaurants would be happy to serve, pancakes, bacon, sausage, to order eggs 
(scrambled, over easy, med or hard) orange juice and freshly sliced strawberries. Lunch was 
equally good with burgers, dogs, chili, chips, a drink and more. Sunday afternoon they held a 
raffle with several prizes including 5 airplanes.  

If you like to float fly you must check out this event! 

What’s 

this? 



On the previous page was a group photo of a few small electrics at the AMOS float fly. If you 
add Chance Harris's few, along with several more not shown, electric float planes were out in 
full force for this event.  

The plane with the arrow pointing to it is called a Capricorn Flying W. I was treated to this 
one at a float fly in Oregon in 2006 (The Play 1 float fly in Sutherlin). Last year, in 2010, I took 
it to a local float fly and several guys wanted their own, so one of them took to the internet 
to find all about it and found the creator, Larry’s forum on Wattflyer. The version pictured in 
the previous page is 85% of the original size. Below this text box is a huge 7’ blown up ver-
sion I made while waiting for painting masks for my 1/3 scale Balsa USA Pup….no I really did-
n’t intend to make it this big, but now I’m glad and I like it. They fly extremely well, perform-
ing most any maneuver a regular airplane will... only off, grass, water, asphalt etc…  To build 
one for yourself type http://www.wattflyer.com/forums/showthread.php?t=26120 or Capri-
corn Flying W into the URL address bar and pick the wattflyer link.  

The originator of the W, Larry, says the first 40 posts will tell you just about everything you 
need to know to build your own and he is correct, although reading further is ok. I know they 
are kind of, lets just say….. different looking, ….but they fly great.  

Although a 5 cell battery 

is needed for this huge 

version the Mega W is at 

home flying inverted or 

upright, harriers, rolling 

circles, loup rolls, figure 

eights etc… 

Whatever you can throw 

at it, it can do…..some 

better than others. The 

85% loves inverted flat 

spins….and I mean flat! 



Capricorn Flying W continued… 

Below are a few versions. As far as flight goes, rolling circles, harrier flight and inverted flight 

is easier than with most anything else that flies. Upright and inverted flat spins are flaw-

less….and easy as well. I asked and was given permission to publish the plans for the micro, 

mini, 85%, regular and mega versions….but they took way too much room. If you want to 

spend a very few dollars and build a super fun flying Depron ….I will call it flying machine, 

then I will gladly send them to you or you can go to the web site listed on the previous page.  

I must admit I perfer scale planes….. but I like good flying creations as well. If your like me you 

want to do one of these. You might not want a mega version…..but then again…..you just 

might. Check out the mega’s video on wattflyer…(same web address). I just love this hobby!!! 

85% 

85% 

Original size 

1-3 sheets of Depron (depending 

on the size W you build), a little 

wider foam for the motor pod and 

floats and your set. Hitec HS55’s (I 

have never had a failure) Eflite 370-

400size motor is perfect. All 4 of 

my small ones fly with 3 cell 1000 

to 1300mah packs, 10 minutes. 

I;m not sure of the 

size of the W on the 

left. It belongs to 

Dbacon (screen 

name on wattflyer). I 

guarantee it flies ex-

cellent as well.  

Dbacon drew the 

plans by the way. 

Pictures not to scale… 
 ruler is though 



Woodland Davis Aeromodelers 

49’er Qualifier for the Scale Masters 

Championships 
By Jeff Lovitt 

WDA again hosted a scale contest as a qualifier for the US  Scale Masters Championships after 

a two year hiatus.  Contestants began arriving on Friday 

to get oriented to the new site and to tune up their mod-

els.  I arrived at the site on Friday afternoon to see a bee-

hive of activity in the control line area in preparation for 

their first event of the year.  With help from members of 

WDA, we were able to configure the r/c area for the con-

test and clear the parking lot of tables, chairs and other 

loose items from our 

move. The weather forecast for the weekend began to 

look poor early in the week and it never really improved.  

The prospect of rain on Sunday was very real, so we ap-

proached the contest as if one day was all we would get.  

We began early on Saturday morning with static judging 

on tables in our new pit area.  This allowed lots of area for 

the judges and pilots to work to display their models.  

Rich Geertson again put his sharp eye on the outlines of 

each of the airplanes.  Rich is always very detailed in his ap-

proach to the study of the accuracy of the outline and it 

shows.  The airplanes then moved to the table for Finish, 

Color and Markings.  Judge Jeff Whitney traveled over from 

the SACRC club in Fremont to help us out and he was ex-

tremely helpful in doing so.  I think judging color is probably 

the toughest job for a 

judge so my hat is off to Jeff.  Forrest Barton ably stepped 

up to do the craftsmanship judging.  Forrest was allowed to 

be as close as about 4’ away from the models where he 

studied them for quality of workmanship as well as obvious 

model type hardware items that give away the aircraft as a 

model. 



Each of these judges was working with information 

(referred to as Documentation) which includes a three-

view drawing, color photos, artists conceptions, detail 

photos, written descriptions and/or color chips that sup-

port that the modeler has (or hasn’t!) done an accurate 

job of building the model to match a full size subject.  

The task is not terribly difficult and it doesn’t take long.  

Each airplane is judged in total for about 20 minutes. 

With static judging out of the way it was time to move 

on to flight judging.  We were helped this time by Kerry 

Roberson and John Eaton of WDA who spent all day Sat-

urday judging 4 flight rounds.  Additionally, we were 

joined by Lane Davidson and Will Davi who also came 

over from the SACRC 

Club to help us out.  

Both have helped us 

out in the past and that help is greatly appreciated.  Fly-

ing was in blustery conditions that never really improved 

all day, but nearly all 

entries were able to 

complete their 

flights and there were very few incidents with respect to 

the competing aircraft…   Randy Sizemore was on hand 

to help with the event and had his membership chair-

man’s hat on!  Randy was talking up the club and mem-

bership options to guys who had flown here before and 

some who were first timers.  I think Randy rounded up 4 

or 5 new members during the course of the day.  One of 

those new members was the ultimate winner of the con-

test!  Jean-Claude (Jeff)  Bobo is from France, lives in San 

Francisco and is a professor at Stanford and a very good 

modeler.  Jeff flew a very nice P51 D based on the Com-

posite ARF kit that flew very well and ultimately was the 

winner of the contest on the last flight.  If you see him 

out there, say hello. 



Other notable entries included Daryl Rolla with his 

beautiful  Sea Fury, Randy Warkentin’s F6F Hellcat, 

David Pippen’s outstanding Hanriot, and our own 

Jack Diaz had his F100 dialed in for his flights.  The 

team entry of Daryl Rolla and Lynn Hersh from the 

bay area was 

a Stinson 

that had a brilliant yellow and red color 

scheme that really caught everyone’s atten-

tion. A big thank you goes out to WDA for 

continuing to support this event, and to 

some specific members who really 

stepped in to make it happen.  The con-

testants truly appreciated the nature of 

the event, and the quality of the new site.  

I 

heard nothing but compliments on 

the open flying area, the site layout 

and the runway.  Everyone seemed 

to be looking forward to many hap-

py returns.   



Thanks go to Ben Ponzo for making the food-

service happen and to Roy Holmes for as-

sisting and sheltering the foodservice from the 

winds with his shade.  Thanks also to Jack 

MacAfee for helping with registration and tak-

ing on the scorekeeping for the whole day.  

George Miller was out there and lent a hand 

on Friday and much of Saturday to make the 

event successful.  I know there are some oth-

ers who were out there, so my apologies for 

not listing all by name. 

For those who might be interested in this 

event either as a prospective pilot or as 

someone who might want to get more in-

volved  in running it—I am always happy to 

explain and show what it takes to try flying in 

an event like this.  There really is a place for 

every skill level so don’t be intimidated.  If 

there’s someone out there that might want to 

get involved and help CD this event, I would 

love it.  I feel that there is a lot that could be 

done with this event if it were properly pro-

moted.  I haven’t had the time to do that.  It’s 

not hard but it does take someone who wants 

to do it.  So, if there is some-

one out there that has an in-

terest in being a contest direc-

tor or being assistant CD, let 

me know.  I’d like to get back 

to competing more 



Castle 
2011 

 
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND      MAY 26, 27, 28 AND 29, 2011 
 

Have you ever missed an event, then have all your friend tell you how awesome it was. That is what happened to me 
with Castle this year. I wasn’t able to go and I have heard over and over how fun it was. A bummer to say the 
least! Then on top of  that I have to go through all these pictures and see everybody having all that fun, and I miss 
out all over again...double bummer!! Oh well we move on and I know I won’t miss this event again. Actually it was 
the first time I ever missed since It first went. 

Even though I didn’t go to this event, I was sent two articles. My fault this time as Rick Maida always sends me 
event reports and Kelly because I asked her for an article.  This is a first issue to ever do this in, and it’s the second 
time in this one issue!    This event is also worth it, so enjoy.  (all pictures are from Kelly)     Mike 
 

  Well another Castle has come and gone.  Thanks to the huge efforts of Scott Malta, 
manager of the Merced Airport and the CCMF Chapter 679, (Central California Model 
Flyers).  Another successful event goes down into the books.  The facilities at Castle 
for our IMAA West Coast Festival is like a modelers dream.  Lots of concrete, lots of 
room and a concrete parking place with no dirt so as to keep the motor homes clean.    
Lots of room for parking.   It is just the perfect location to have a venue such as the 
IMAA Fly In.   All of us pilots say a tremendous THANKS for Scott Malta the airport 
manager and the Modesto ch#679 and all the helpers who made this event come to 
life.   Pretty amazing how a plot of concrete comes to life. 

  My wife and I started out for Castle Wednesday morning at 7:00am.  We got there at 
9:00am.  Parked the bus and rolled up the sleeves and started helping with field set-
up.  Chalked out all the parking lot lines and spaces and had name plaques for ven-
dors and their crews, thanks to Tom Moore.  A big thanks to Tom Moore for setting up 
and taking in pre registration.  The chalk dust was a flowing.  Set up the registration 
tents, transmitter impound, safety inspection area and the pilots station.  Port a Pot-
ties arrived, dumpsters.   All was completed at around 2:30pm.   The only people al-
lowed in on Wed. were field setup personnel. 
 



  Thursday morning gates opened at 8am and we were ready for all.  The groups start-

ed coming in and so we had basically 2 holding areas for people to come into as we 

were getting folks parked.  It worked out beautifully.  The temps were down and peo-

ple were very patient with us, well except for one person.  There always has to be an 

A-hole in the crowd.   This one was one grouchy SOB that did a drive by cussing.   

She was dealt with and well life goes on.  I feel sorry for her husband.   But that is to 

be expected.   So  thank you so much Tom Minger.   By Thurs. afternoon the two front 

rows were pretty much full.  We ended up with 3 rows of motorhomes , a ¼ mile long.  

Approximate count were  110 motorhomes, 50 cargo trailers.   

   

Flying started at 12:30pm on Thurs.  

After a brief pilots meeting and off to 

safety inspection.  Weather for Wed 

and  Thurs was good, a bit of wind 

but all good  for Fri, Sat eve we did 

get rained on, Sun and Mon.  Fabu-

lous weather.     

 

 

The one thing that I no-

ticed on Thur and Fri 

was that not a lot of fly-

ing was going on but 

instead folks were talk-

ing and walking around 

getting reacquainted 

with one another and 

just being happy to be 

at Castle.  Pilot count, 

117 pilots and the num-

ber of aircraft were 

around 200.  Full size 

aircraft arrivals on Sat. 

and Sun.  Lots of spec-

tators. 



  Pilots meeting were given and on Saturday we paid our respects to two of our fallen 
modelers and dear friends, Jim Collin and Jerry Edwards who passed on towards the 
end of year.  

 This year Scott and myself talked to the Aviation Academy there at Castle and asked 
if they would help us out in a missing man formation with full size.  Well they helped us 
out tremendously.  They came by in four Cessna 172’s and performed the missing 
man formation in Jim’s and Jerry’s memory.  Jerry’s wife Bonnie and family were there 
and Jim’s daughter Kelly was there also.  Not too many dry eyes in this crowd and it 
made for a real quiet 5 min. remembrance.  Pretty special.  Special thanks to the Avia-
tion Academy. 

  Jeff from Goin Vertical Video was there capturing the event.  Thanks Jeff and keep 
an eye out for the CD. 

  This year Shirley Soper had help from Barbara Baker, Merriam Maida and Louis 
Moore who handled registration.  What a crew.  Chapter 679 did the raffle and inspec-
tion, Thanks Terry for all your hard work.  Impound was pretty low key due to the 
27Ghz radios and the freq. board  kept the pilots honest.  Ken Shapiro took care of 
new applicants as far as IMAA.  Judy Norris took care of new AMA which no new 
members joined.   Scott arranged for the Tri Tip and Chicken dinner which was set up 

under the wing of the big P36 Peace-
maker, quite the backdrop.  But the 
weather was hampering our festivities 
with a bit of rain.  But all ended up per-
fect.  

  The raffle was very well attended.  
Special thanks to all of sponsors for do-
nating to the raffle.   Moon dogy shirts, 
Miller RC Products, Micro Fasteners, 
Sig, Hangar 9, Horizon Hobbies, St 
ohn’s Attic etc…….  



  Scott Malta was on the flight line pretty much the whole weekend and in constant 
contact with the control tower.  Which was really cool this year for when the high per-
forming jets would stage for flight, Scott would contact the tower to ask for free air-
space so as to give the jet pilots a wider flight envelope.   Now that is incredible.  

  Everyone worked with all the other pilots for staging and the waiting was not too bad.  
Our flight line boss Robert kept order at the flight line and all played nice together.   
Matt Raymond kept the after 5pm flyers in line.   At night we had a bunch fly fixed 
wings with lights a blazing.   

  Over the 4 days we had aircraft that would fly by.  Thursday had a couple of A5’s do 
a break off to land and then take off with an inspection pass.    

 

Dan Whitney brought 
out his Allison V12, 
1710 mounted to a trail-
er and gave us a show 
by running the motor 
numerous times during 
the day on Saturday.    
Denny Baker and my-
self sponsored Dan with 
fuel.  Let me tell you it 
was worth the money.  
Sunday had a Coast 
Guard C130 do a cou-
ple of fly buys over the 
field.  A BT 13 took off 

and gave us a fly by when he departed.  The pilot of this aircraft flew in to watch the 
show.  This gentleman was 90 years of age.  Wow.   

 

We had two certification flights for 
aircraft over the 55lb limit.  Unfor-
tunately John Andrews beautiful 
F4U Corsair did not survive.  So 
sorry John.   After speaking with 
John he will be back next year 
with Corsair #3.  That’s the spirit 
John.   Lynsel Miller was checked 
out in a 62 lb Hawker Hurricane.  
The original pilot could not attend 
this year so another pilot had to 
be checked out.  So congrats 
Lynsel. 



Sunday was a special day for my special friend. 

Lt.Denny Baker call sign “ICEMAN” was reacquainted with an old friend which the 
Castle restoration group restored and proudly displayed an F8 Crusader from his 
squadron.  It was quite an emotional event for Denny.  The museum folk went all out.  
They introduced Denny with the ships bell and whistle.  Pretty awesome.  They pre-
sented the colors of old glory and all 
the navy personnel were in dressed 
whites.  Impressive as all get out.  
Then Denny got up and talked about 
the Crusader in intimate detail.  
Some of the missions and so forth.  
There were probably around 100 
people attending his talk. At the con-
clusion of Denny’s talk he opened up 
the Crusaders exhibit.   The same 
day of course was open cockpit.  
Lots of people came up and honored 
Denny.  I am so proud of Denny, my 
buddy, best friend.  He introduced 
me to the Crusader and I actually 
got to climb up in the cockpit and check things out.  OMG.  I feel  the power.  Go 
ahead make my day.    

  It was an awesome sight to 
stand out on the flight line and 
look back at all the aircraft 
staged to fly and the static dis-
play line and people and all the 
motor homes.  Such a site to 
see.  Yeah baby. 

  The meet was quite the suc-
cess.  We stayed until about 
5:30pm on Monday for cleanup.  
It was sad to leave and the week 
went by so fast.  So, if all goes 
well, Castle will be held again 
next year on Memorial Day 
Weekend.  Plan on it. 

Until then and can’t wait for next year, 

Keep em flying, 

My sincere thanks to the team of folk that made this happen.   Does not get any better. 

Rick and Merriam Maida 



Castle...the sequel.  

Choose one word to describe Castle 2011?  No way.  It was windy, emotional, awesome, spectacu-

lar, sad, exciting and memorable to say the least. 

Thursday morning I arrived to the familiar faces of  years past.  So thankful for the support, as 

this is my first air show of  my life without my father, Jim Collin.  He will be missed by many, in-

cluding Java Joe.  He used to tap on his window every morning at 6am and say, “Joe, ya up yet?  I 

need my Mocha”.  One of  my first stops was to Java Joe’s to order a Mocha for my Dad.  A lot of  

the food vendors were there a day early, which was kind of  nice for a change.   

Thanks to the hard work from Scott Malta, Rick Maida and Denny Baker to name a few, Castle 

got off  to a great start.  Thursday was a day of  setting up, getting comfortable, and preparing for 

the days to come. Some people were assembling their master pieces and some were just assem-

bling their “pieces”.  Others were taking the down time to relax before the weekend ahead.   

If like me, you were 

not able to 

attend….Ill see you 

next year! 

From aerobat's to 

war birds, to night 

flying  after dark, 

this event if fun, 

fun, fun….. 



Friday came and so did the wind.  I remember Friday trying to eat a breakfast burrito and not 

knowing whether I was eating pepper or dirt.  It was tasty regardless.  It was whipping around 

pretty good at times.  But this didn’t keep the pilots from flying, no way.  The line at the inspection 

tables were getting longer and more and more people arrived during the day. 

We had casualty early on in the event.  John Andrews’ Corsair.  What a beauty.  I’m glad I got 

some pictures of  it before “it” happened. They are the only ones he has. 

The rest of  the day went fairly well.  Thank you to all of  the volunteers who were a part of  mak-

ing this weekend possible.  You are truly appreciated.  Parking ran smooth, registration was great, 

and the photographer of  the event was so accommodating.  (of  course Kellie our writer was the 

photographer) 

All of these pictures are: Daryl 
Rolla. from Emerald Hills, CA, 
Sea Fury. 

It was scratch built from Jerry 
Bates' plans, Wingspan- 102". 

Powered by a DA-100. weight - 54 lbs, ra-
dio - JR 2.4. Kellie said, the detail on this 
plane is incredible, by far my favorite from 
the event. 



As more and more pilots showed up on Friday, more planes made it into the air.  From Spitfire’s, 

to Tigercat’s, to B25’s, to Yak’s, to Waco’s, to Jets.  They were all there.  Some of  these planes had 

incredible detail.  My favorite being a Sea Fury, with a 102” wingspan, built by Daryl Rolla of  Em-

erald Hills, CA, using Jerry Bates plans.  He had airbrushed detail to make the plane look weath-

ered, like it had flown many missions.  (Nice job Daryl)  There were many spectacular planes this 

year, including a few flown by the Young Guns group.  I met four of  them this year.  Robbie, 

Ryan, Kunal, and Ben, from Gardnerville, NV.  What a great group of  kids.  I had to say it was 

great talking with their families and hearing the excitement in their voice when they talked about 

them, especially this one Dad. (You know who you are) Keeping aviation alive in the younger gen-

eration is very important.  It was a pleasure to see the support from the parents.   

Scott Malta made the evening news!!  Way to go Scott.  A wonderful way to get the exposure 

needed for the event.  They interviewed a few people and took video of  some of  the flying going 

on.  I think it worked. 

Keith Flick Orangvale, CA. P-51 Strega Re-
no Racer, Powered by DA-50, Wingspan - 
84". Extras include: Kaleo Scale functional 
exhaust and Lodo Elect retracts, Kit - Top 
Flite, Weight: 21 lbs, Radio - JR 9303 

Dave Sullivan, Sacramento, CA 

Plane - Yak54 46%-huge!!! 

Powered by 3-W 275, Wingspan - 148" 

Weight - 67 pounds, Radio - JR 12X 



Saturday was a fun filled day for the pilots and the spectators.  We started the day off  with our pi-

lots meeting and immediately following the meeting had some quiet time to remember two of  the 

great icons of  the hobby, Jerry Edwards and Jim Collin.  Someone really awesome arranged with 

the flight school there at Castle AFB for a full scale “Missing Man” flight.  It was awesome.  Four 

Cessna’s took off  and when they reached center stage, one peeled off  to the right.  I know both 

Jerry and Jim, my dad, were present and so happy to see the support and all their friends and fami-

ly they left behind. 

Robbie Robinson, Newport Beach, CA with his Sopwith Pup, Powered - Kawasaki 50 

Wingspan 120". The kit - Balsa USA, weight, 35 pounds.Radio - Spectrum DX 6i 

His whole family was there flying.   

Paul Stenberg, Escondido, CA 
with his Canadian CL 415. 
Powered by: Scorpion 40-25-
12. Wingspan - 93", Kit - Ni-
troplanes. Weight - 18 
pounds. Radio - Futaba 12Z 
Fasst. Also shown are his jet 
and AT-6 

Norman Poynter, Sacramento, 
CA. T.O.C. Yak and Great Planes 
S-2 Pitts. Powered by DA 100 
with a Harris Smoke System 
and Brison 4.2 . Wingspan - 
107" and 89", TOC kit and Great 
Planes kit, 25 pounds and 21 
pounds 

Both flown with JR X9303 

Hi Norm! 



Then to everyone’s surprise a trailer pulls through the motor homes with an Allison V12 engine 
bolted to it.  Mostly used in P38’s and P51’s during the war.  It was started up at the end of  the 
field and then brought to center stage for all to see and hear.  It was pretty cool.  It created so 
much wind it almost blew over Rick Maida and Denny Baker, who were standing behind it.  What 
a great treat for all of  us.  Thank you. 

Saturday was a day of  flying.  We had Electrics, Jets, 3D flyers, oh my.  It was a great time had by 
all.  Even though I showed up by myself, I was never alone all weekend.  Thank you ALL for the 
support. 

To next year!!   

Kelly Collin- 

www.p51girlphotography.com 

Ben Hallinan (sister/spotter 
- Katie Hallinan) Gardner-
ville, NV 

Bruce Tharpe Flyin' King, 
Powered by Saito 120, 
Wingspan 84", Kit - Bruce 
Tharpe 

Weight 12 lbs, Radio - 
Futaba T6EX 

First picture is the family 
listening to the National An-
them 

Ken Safer, Fremont, CA, Shinden Kai and KI-43 Oscar, Powered by Zeohna and 
Zeohna 80 Twin. Wingspan: 95" and 108". Shinden - Jerry Bates plans. Scratch built 
the KI-43 Weight 33 and 47. Radio - JR 







The Museum’s very successful branded event returns with an expanded 2-dayAirshow:

• Celebrating the Centennial of Naval Aviation (CoNA)
• Military helicopter & jet flyover to start & end the show
• Military helicopter static display
• Over 100 remote control 1/5th scale warbirds participating
• Aerial combat, stunts, aerobatics, candy bombing & static displays
• 20 Prize Drawings (need not be present to win)
• Free Concert 
• Museum & Hangar Tours
• Food and drink booths
• Aviation oriented booths

Last year’s August 2010 Airshow received over 7,200 in attendance and extensive 
media coverage in local, national & Japanese media. Previously, we received 
65 television news stories on the Mainland via Fox National & affiliate TV News. 
Total media PR value exceeded $350,000

Major Sponsors Receive
• Inclusion in a 2-week, $16,600 radio media schedule on five Honolulu  

Clear Channel Radio stations:
• KSSK AM/FM, KHVH, KHBZ, 93.9FM, 98.5FM, 101.9FM
• A 43.8% reach, 4.7 frequency, & 206.4 GRPs 

• Logo/tagline and/or name in all advertising, direct mail, email, 
event collateral & event broadcast

• Sponsorship mention in all public relations 
• Web & online event site listings, social media inclusion
• 10 complimentary Museum admission tickets 
• Booth at the event

Saturday & Sunday, 
August 20 & 21, 2011, 10am to 4pm

Contact us for sponsorship availabilities: 
808/441-1013, Anne@PacificAviationMuseum.org 




